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PERTH GLORY — WESTFIELD FFA CUP FINAL 

910. Mr C.D. HATTON to the Minister for Sport and Recreation: 
It is great to see Perth Glory up there winning again and doing so well for Perth, Western Australia and its 
supporters. However, I understand that despite Perth Glory making the final of the inaugural Westfield Football 
Federation Australia Cup next month, they will be required to travel to Adelaide for the game. Could the 
minister please explain why? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON replied: 
I thank the member for Balcatta for the question. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: How many Asian Cup matches have been in held in Perth? How many Asian Cup matches 
have been held in Perth? 

The SPEAKER: You seem to be stuck on that the point, member for Cannington. I call you to order for the 
third time. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I thank the member for Balcatta for the question. I know it is an important question for 
him because the round ball game is very big and extremely popular in his electorate. I thank him for the question 
because I am, and I think we all are, extremely disappointed at the decision. As members may be aware, 
Perth Glory defeated the Bentleigh Greens 3–1 on Tuesday night, to be the first team in the inaugural 
Westfield FAA Cup final, which will be held on 16 December. After Adelaide United defeated Central Coast 
Mariners last night, Football Federation Australia announced almost immediately that the final will be held in 
Adelaide at the 16 500-seat Hindmarsh stadium. As I said, we are extremely disappointed that the decision has 
been made to play the final there, despite the Glory already travelling three times in the knockout-style 
competition and being on top of the table, and not at the newly refurbished nib Stadium, which has a capacity of 
20 500. I am disappointed for the players themselves. I am disappointed that we do not have the home ground 
advantage and that the Glory has to travel to Adelaide. I am also disappointed for our soccer fans here in 
Western Australia who again will be denied — 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I actually think that this is quite important, and I will tell the member for West Swan 
why in a moment. 

Ms R. Saffioti: Well, what have you done? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I am disappointed for the state. 

Mr R.H. Cook: What have you done? We know you are disappointed. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I am disappointed for the state because we would have had a great opportunity. 

Mr R.H. Cook: We already know you’re disappointed. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Opposition members amaze me. They may as well get up and answer their own 
questions. We may as well leave and opposition members can answer their own questions and then they will be 
happy. 

Mr R.H. Cook: You asked the question. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Give me a little time and I will finish and opposition members may understand why. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I am doing my best here, Mr Speaker. 

It would have been a great opportunity to showcase the new nib Stadium, but, above all, I think it is a missed 
opportunity for Football Federation Australia, because in Western Australia the round ball game is a rapidly 
expanding and developing game, with lots of fans. FFA is trying to grow the game here. What better opportunity 
to grow the game in Western Australia when the Glory are on top and doing well and there is a brand-new 
stadium? The final should have been played here. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: This is the crux, shadow Minister for Health. If he puts his phone away, I will answer the 
question. 
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Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I understand the main reason for the rescheduling is the broadcaster’s desire to have the 
game at prime time on the east coast. I want to stress that this is a national competition. We put our case for 
Glory, through VenuesWest. The case has been put strongly that it should be held here, and I strongly support 
what we have done. We deserve the same opportunities as other fans across the country. The decision comes on 
the back of the Western Warriors being forced to play their final in the domestic one-day cup in Sydney despite 
finishing on top. It is not right and I am saying that we are seeing the start of a worrying trend. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Just to let members know, I am writing to the codes to seek an explanation. I am going 
to be speaking to the codes. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: What I am trying to do is raise the fact that we are very much aware of and concerned 
about this matter and are trying to do something about it. That is why the question has been asked. I will be 
raising the matter with my ministerial colleagues in the other states, because it needs to be addressed. 
Western Australia is a part of Australia and it produces many good sportsmen and sportswomen, and I want to 
make sure that the significant investments that the government has made are acknowledged by playing some 
decent games here. Western Australians deserve it, and I and the government intend to make sure that we turn 
this around. 
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